EPISTLE 


TO BE SE as. 6 


; 
OY . 
gd 7 
T's we 
= -. 4 
< L T ' 
"1 < 
, FY 
, s w4 
* & + 
54 4 
Red þ- 
wn 4 py 
+3 


IN THE 


Fear of God, 


In and amongſt the 


ASSEMBLIES]! 


OF HIS 


PEOPLE. 


By Williawe Vivndiogh 


| LONDON, 


A GENERAL - I 


Printed for Benjamin Clark in George-Yard 
in Lombard-ſtreet, Dornr, 1582. 


| n———_ Inn 


| - 
ns 
— 


1 
| 


+ 46-0 . * a Ds 
_— 
[4 
: 
» 
: . 
by 
b4 
- 
L: 3 ; 
mee ” y 
z "8 48 286-4 
7 e : 
LEED - 
4 
» 
. + * 
\ : 
- + : 
& 
6 ; 
£ vl 
ny " 


7 7 


bn. 4 


"  ——— 


(1) 
A GENERAL 


EPISTLE 


R E A D 


Fear of God, 


In and Amongſt the 


ASSEMLIES 


OF HIS 


PEOPLE. 


My Dear Friends, 
T: N the Light of rhe Lord all Watch and Pray, that 


ou receive Power through Faith in the 
ute 9 f Chrif to Reign over your own .Thornghts 


and Wills, then will you Delight in aking up the 
A 2 Daily 


Wc. 
D.tily Croſs to the Pottifying of the Earthly Pem- 


bers: Thar your Converſations may be as becometh 
the Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrifl, which will 
make you Manifef to the Witneſs of God in every Con- 
/czence, rhat you are the S4/t of the Earth ; that have 
kept your State and Habitation in God, and doth retain 
the Sweet $.worury Spirit of Life, which Yeaſons all your 
H'ords and Works, and Minifters G1ACeto all with whom 
you have any concern ; to. the Exa/ting Gods Bleſſed. 
Trith over all that Watch for EvilWhich will caule 'their 
Eyes to fail, and fruſtrate their ExpeQations tor ever, 


Amen. 4 | ' 


And Dear Friends, 


| Beſeech you be Faithful. upon all Accounts, for the” 

Service of the Blefſed Truth of God; to mect toge- 
ther in his Holy Fear, that you may reccive the Holy 

' Inſpiration of his Spirit to Exerciſe you in what Service. 
God is pleaſed to call Bu unto ; whether in JP2ayer to 
God,or in Erhottation co Build up one another in your mo# 
Holy Faith; to raiſe up the the Life in all, thateveryone 
that's Overcome with the Powerful and Heavenly Motions, 
caſt their Mite into. Gods Treaſury, and give him hisown 
Advaxtage; {ſo will youfeel the Encreaſe of his Govern- 
ment in you that are Faithful, in the true Meaſure of 
Light and Life ; more and more he will give unto you, 
to the Edifying of one another in Have : So. will you become 
Epiftles written in one anothers hearts, with the Pure Spiric 
of the Living God; which will bind you up in the Unity 
of the Spirit, and Bond of Peace; and what Exerciſe ſocves 
is met Withal, whilſt youare in the Mortal Body, Pray * | 

| t 


(3) 


the Lord ro keep you m OCR tus own = ; chat 
po em e its wer wa that if you 
Smitten ey one Cheek , turn the ot er Cheek to "thi 


Smiter alſo, and if you be Revited, Revilenot again; but 

in deep Humility and Patience Watt in the Pare, Meek, 

and Peaceable Spirit of our Lord Jeſus who was made per- 

fet# through Suferings: So are his Dear and Choſen Jewels, 

who bear his Name in Righteonſneſs and have their Eye 

to the God of their Help, and their Confidence in the-Lord 
alone. 


Oh ye Bleſſed of the Lord, 


E Glad in his Name, who will not let arly of you 
LI) Sfer (whole Confidence is in him alone) attyy more 
than he will give Strength toBear,and will Sweetenthe Cup 
of your Tribulation with his Bleſſed Preſence , which will _ 
cauſe your Hearts to Rejoyce and Sing in all your Tryals; 
and will give you your Portion gr ever wth che Bleſſed 
Aſembly, that John Spoke of in the ſeventh of the Reve- 
velations: 4 number that no man could number, that had 
paſſed through the Great Tribulation, and waſhed their Gar- 
ments, and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb : 
Therefore are they before the Throne of God, and ſervehim - 
day andnight-in his Holy Temple; and he that —_ on the 
Throne ſhall dwell among them, and Feed them and lead 
them tothe Living Fountains of waters, where God willwipe 
ary all Tears of Sorrom from their Eyes for ever. 


And 


(4). 


And this is your Portion, you Dear Childzen of the 
Living God, who in true Love to him have waited 
«pon him, in the Light of Chriſt, To be Buried with him 
in his Spiritual Baptiſm, and made confomable 
to him tn his Sufterings and Death; Norwich- 
ſtanding your Stritt walking in Obſervations [which muſt 
be done according to what the Lord manifeitsto you, or 
elic you periſh Erernally] without True Repentance. 


And in the Drep ſenſe of your Preſext Strait , being 
made Conformable in Meaſure to our Lord and Sawour ; 
you Cryas he did upon the Croſs, My God, my God, why 
haf tl ou forſaken me (when he bare the Sins and Tranſgreſ- 
fions of his People) Even ſo do you his Dear Childzen in 
your Meaſure paſſing through the Great Tribulations, being 
made of the Number of the Slain of the Lord. 


Here is firſt a paſſing Through the Great Tribulation, 


and to be made of the Nuntber of the Slain of the Lord ; 
and being truly Humbled into his Bleſſed Will, in the 
Deed Senſe of the Poverty) of Spirit, there UUatt por 


the Lord, until he Create you to a [ively Hope, and give you . 


a Poſſeſſion of his Bleſſed Life, that is Hid with Chr1ij# in God, 


and ſo marry you to himſelf in his own Righte- 


ouſneſs , which he gipes you for tobe your (WIeDdIng 
Garment. 


And now this Love of God confrains you to wakk in all 
Strit# Obſervations thatare Required of you to be done; 
but no more. to Lear upon them for Life, but have now 
all your Dbedtences accepted of God through Faith in 
the Light, Life, and Name of Chrift, in whom you now 

are 


armor mu p 


gr TEE. rod. f- WW 


wen. Done TOO Tm y 


p 
| 
| 


__ 


are the Righteouſneſs of God for ever, in Giving up 
Preely to be Guided by his Spirit in Faithfalneſs ro the 


Oh you ever Bleſſed and Happy People ! Who. doth 
Witneſs Fulf/led in you what is here Written ; Lift up 
your Heads and Rejoycein the Lord, and in the Almighty 
Power of his Humble, Meek and Pure Spirit, which makes 
Selfof no Reputation, but through your Obedience to 
Chriſt Jeſus the True Light, in whom you come to 
Witneſs the Lord to be One, and his Name One, and you 


. that never had Power to Believe in-his Name, until he 


_ , 


Save you Power to Believe ; you are One in the Lord.tor 
ever. And here is the Joyful and Eternal Unity.with the 
Father in the Son , and one with another in the Love of 
Chrift which bought us with his Blood, which the Gates of 


' Hell canneyer Prevail :.aguin(ts i; font 1 


"Þ SIX 4 
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And all wn ly Ancient Brethren and. Siltcrs, 


that have Obtained this Bleſſed Dominion and Everlaſting 
Inheritance x | Bleſs. Gog, for you, whom I do Believe 
wil ike Care to" Mnſper the Defire of my Soul as be- 
fore-written: For the Comfort of the Young and Tender 
Babes, for whoſe Sake I had this Concern upon my Spi- 
rit, to w before them the True Pafſage into the Foot- 
feps, where the Tributated Companions have Travelled 
that are Married to the Lord of Lite, and have upon 


% . 


- then their edding:Garment.,.thaz.thcy. may. not.,come 


Short that are upon their Trave/ towards the {ame 
——_— in Chriſt the True Light, as betore cx- 
mM 


oO 
' $1 
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And I —_ beſcech you, whom God hath Sealed 
up (with his Holy Spirit to your full 4ſurance of Gods 
Everlafling Love in Chrif Feſus) that you Watch over 
the Tender and Tribu/ated ones; and in What poſſible 
can be done, to Strengthen their Faith, that they may 
come into the Heavenly Unity with the Father in the Sor: ; 
and Sit down with all them, that have been made Confor- 
mable to Chrift in his Suffering and Death,chat in the Hea- 
venly Reſurrefion ; Bleſſed and Everlaſting Peace, they 
may Sing Hate/ujah, and High Praiſes to the Lord their 
God, over all the wrath thar's'in the. Children of men ; 
which will come to an end, and go away like Smoak 
kefore you whom the Lord hath called in meckneſs an 
Patience to bear his Name in Righteouſneſs, in the 
Sweet Savoury Spirit of Feſus Chrifi; oyer all Bleſſed for 
ever, Amen. In which che Lord'keep you all, with my 
Soul, - Faithful unto the end ; is the Breathings of the Spt- 
xi of your Brother and Companion in the Kingdom of Pa+ 
tzence arid:Tribulation in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


William Devin. 


And 


ANDY... + EPI + WES —_ 
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Nd further, I have this to communicate ro my 
A Friends and Brethren ; that what hath come to pals 
theſe late years, for want of WWatchfulneſs ro be Guided 
by the Spirit of the Lord : Love hath been quenchedin many, 
that Offences hath.entred, and Separation tollowed ; which 
hath Deeply wounded my Spirit, who have endeavoured 
to the utinoſt of my Power in the Love of Gol to prevent 
fuch Proceedings ; and ſo haye I'done in many years paſt, 
in preventing Papers ready to be Printed from being Pub- 
{iſhed, that were of a tendency to guench the Love of one 
rowards another : And when Jeffery Bullocks Papers were 
publiſhed in Print, which would appear to the Reader of 
a tendancy as to the Breach of Unty, (which would cauſc 
the Enemies of God to Rejoyce, it did fo wound my 
Spirit, that for mary Weeks, they that faw mc did nor 
expett that I would continye long in the Body : But God 
in his Mercy Reſtored Strength in his Affointedtime. 


And when did hear that {ome in the ef, did intend 
ro Publiſh in Print ſome Friends Weakneſles : I Bore my 
Teſtimony againſt ſuch Proceedings, and told one that did 
Favour what was intended, That J would have m 

an Cut off, befoze J} would Exerciſe tit in ſuch 
CInvertakings (as the- /Zate of Friends was at that time.) 
And dclired him, To ſpeak to W.R. that he would 
not pzoceed in Publithing 7,ny thing of that Na- 
ture ; fo2 if he did, it would be a p2ejudice toTruth, 
and-would pzopuce very ſay Conſequences that 
would follow, and my Spirit would be deeply 
wounded, as it is this day, thzough thele JPocect- 
ings; that voluntarily though want of Love, caſts 
away the Judgment, that -1 given to the people of 


"(BJ 


the Saints of the moſt High God (to keep all ſweet 
and ſavoury amongſt us) intotheHands of the Ene- 
mtes of God, as an tnlet fo2 them to come tnto 
the midſt of us, to fitas Judges and trample up: 
-O1t US, 


| Soto Clear my Conſcience of all Falſe Reports Caſt upon 
me, as that Thave Encouraged what 1s -Brought forth as 
before written ; and to Satisfie all Friends in God, I have 
Laboured according to the - Ability God hath given me, 
to Prevent the Publiſhing all things of that Nature, as afor- 
{aid ; and have Endeaverred with all concerned, that I 
' could meet with: to have a care of' watching for Evil, leſt 
they Provocke one another to Wrath, and lo Quench the 
Love : Bur rather Look at the Good one in another, and in 
the Love of God, Miniſter, to Preſerve them torth of any 
Weakneſs they did ſee lay near to attend them ; that (o 
the Pure Holy Spirit of Lizht, Life and Love, that firſt 
Gathered us into it ſelf, to be a People in God, and in his 
Bleſſed Authority. to reign over what was, and is contra- 
ry to his Bleſſed Nature , may again Reſtore, (where it is 
wanting) in the Vniver/aliry of its Bleſſed Power, to make 
up the Breaches, and to Reffore the Deſolate ones, in cau- 
fing every one that Profeſſeth the Bieſſed Truth of God, 
to /ove their Neighbour as themſelves; and {oto do unto all, 
as they would haveothers to do unto them ; that fo: all con- 
cerned- in the Exerciſe, - in” tne Meafure of the'Grace of 
God in Chrif?, (that ſceks the Peace of his People.) may 
Stand as Savinurs upon moint Sion , to the Honour of the 
Name of the Lord our God, and the Eternal Comfort of 
all that Love not their Lives unto Death, to ſerve the Lord. 
and his Dear and Choſen People. in the Meck , Patient, 
and Peaceable Spirit of our Lord JelusChriſt, þ 


In 


OO —————— 


Wu ty. 


C9) 


In whichthe Lord keep you all with my Sou7,; that in his 
Pure and Peaceable Dominion , we all Reign , and 
throw down our Crowns before his Throne. and all Un- 
animouſly Sing, all Glory, Honour, Praifes, Thanksgiving, 
and Dominion be givento him, who is found worthy to fit up- 
en his Throne in all our Conſciences, Chriſt Jeſus the 
True Light, and hope of our Glory , even fo be ir 
withall chat Profefſeth his Bleſſed Truth: Saith my Soul 
in the Nameot the Lord. 


From Warwick the 8th. 
day of the 3d. Month W DP. 
1682, 


